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Dear Parent/Carer

The nursery class is the first stage in welcoming your child into school. Your child has learnt and been taught an amazing range of skills by the time he/she starts in the nursery class.

Our Gracie Vision
At Gracemount Primary everyone is committed to developing a happy, caring and safe school with a welcoming environment where we are all valued, respected and able to thrive.  Pupils, parents, staff and community stakeholders work in partnership to create an aspirational learning environment with high expectations for all.
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 School Administrator
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 School Administrator 
Students:

It is part of our remit to facilitate student placements so during the session there will be student teachers and early years practitioners as well as secondary pupils on work experience in the nursery.

General Information

· We can accommodate 56 children on a full-time basis in the Nursery.
· The schools phone number is 0131 664 2331

· The children’s holiday dates are the same as those of the school.

· All nursery information will be displayed on the notice board in the nursery foyer.

Hours and Registration

The nursery will be open to children from 8.30am – 3.00pm Monday to Thursday and Friday 8.30am – 12.30pm.
It is important to arrive to collect your child on time as children become anxious when their parent or carer arrives late.

On arrival children can enter the nursery by the front door from 8.30am.  Pick up times will be from the front entrance no later than 3.00pm. 
If your child is to be collected by another adult, please share this information with your child and staff.

N.B. No person under the age of 16 is permitted to collect a child from the Nursery.

Starting and Settling In

Children are individuals and settle at their own pace.  Some children are more confident and excited, others are more apprehensive.  On the first day of nursery your child will stay for around about an hour.  We ask that you stay in the area or outside the nursery garden. 
After your child’s initial visit, we will increase the length of their stay depending on how they are settling.  Most children settle quickly and staff are on hand to help and support the children.  Please be patient during this settling in time and if you have any concerns or worries talk to the nursery staff.

Snack

Snacks in nursery are part of the Schools Healthy Eating policy.  We offer the children a variety of snacks daily e.g. fruit, cheese on toast, crackers, cereal and vegetables.

The children will receive a morning snack and an afternoon snack.

Children are encouraged to help choose and prepare snacks, we will also bake regularly.

The children are offered milk or water at snack time.

Snack time is a social occasion when children can become independent, learn to make choices and enjoy the company of their friends when eating.

Lunch

All children will be offered free lunches.  The menu will be provided to all parents via Learning Journals.  This menu is the same as the School lunches.

Lunch times are protected in the nursery between 11.30-1.00pm where we ask Parents/carers to refrain from collecting at this time.
Health/Accidents/Illness

The nursery classes and garden are busy places and unfortunately accidents do happen.  If your child has an accident simple first aid will be applied at nursery.  In the event of a head bump or more serious accident we will always call home to inform you.  Please ensure all phone numbers are up to date.
If your child is hurt at nursery you will receive a written note about the accident and asked to sign it.

It is important for your child’s progress that they attend regularly.  However If they are ill or you are doubtful about their health please keep them at home and inform the nursery of their absence as soon as possible.

If your child has been sick or has diarrhoea they should remain at home for 48 hours after recovery so that any infection is not spread.

Please inform the nursery if your child has any other infectious illness including chicken pox, measles, slap cheek etc to enable us to inform other parents/carers.

If your child is worried, concerned or saddened please come and speak to us as we can offer some help and support.

Clothing

Your child will glue, paint and enjoy some messy mud kitchen play during their day at nursery.  Comfortable and easily washed clothes are most suitable.  Dungarees and tight jeans can be difficult for a child to manage when we are encouraging them to use the toilet independently.  If you can please provide a spare set of clothes for your child.  These can be kept in a bag on their peg.  It is beneficial to name all clothes for your child, especially jackets and shoes.
Outdoor play is an essential part of our nursery curriculum and despite the good old Scottish weather we go outside every day so please ensure your child is dressed appropriately for the weather.  Wellies are really handy to keep in the nursery, especially for the mud kitchen play.

Parental Involvement

Children delight in showing you their paintings, art work and everything else they have made in nursery.  Your child’s art work will be in their baskets to be collected at the end of the day.  

We enjoy having parent/carers in the nursery during pick up and drop offs.  We have also offer stay and play sessions along with coffee mornings.  We enjoy having parents/carers in the nursery who would like to teach us new skills or read stories to us in different languages.  There is always lots going on that we need help with from help in the gardens to helping us with story sacks.  We are hopeful that we can return to some of these activities throughout the year.

Learning Journals

Your child’s learning journal is an ongoing record of their time and their progress at nursery.  It records their learning experiences and next steps in learning and has comments from the children and staff. The Learning Journals are a valuable link between home and nursery and we encourage you and your child to add comments from home and share any information.

You will receive a notification when a new entry appears on the Journals. The children will also have time at nursery to look at their own and others Journals.

If you have any queries about the Journals please do not hesitate to ask a member of staff.

Key Roles and Responsibilities in Protecting Children

All staff are trained in Child Protection.  If any issues should arise the Child Protection procedures would be followed.
The Nursery Curriculum

We take time to get to know all children as individuals and use a child centred approach to teaching and learning, building on children’s own interests and ideas.

Our daily observations and assessments of the children at play helps us plan learning experiences which take account children’s individual needs and development. The children lead our learning in nursery and follow responsive planning.
Care Inspectorate:

We are a registered childcare facility and adhere to the standards depicted in the Care Commission’s ‘National Care Standards for children up to the age of 16’. You can contact the Care Commission on 0131 653 4100 if you have any queries regarding our establishment.

Every pre-school establishment has a care commission inspection each year. Every third year they inspection will include HMIe (Her Majesties Inspectorate for Education).  The school is notified in advance as to when the inspection will take place.  Parents will get a questionnaire to complete asking for their views.  This can be sent directly to the care commission or returned to school.

Security

In order to maintain a safe, secure environment for your child please follow these rules:

· Always ensure nursery doors are closed safely behind you.

· Edinburgh City Council insists that No Smoking is permitted on school grounds.

· No dogs are allowed on school grounds.

· Parents/carers should wear face coverings when in the school/nursery.

We look forward to welcoming you and your family to Gracemount Nursery.
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